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Political Power in India
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“This accessible and thought-provoking book is a triumph of multi-method 
investigation. Leveraging qualitative fieldwork, surveys of campaigns and 
citizens, and natural experiments, Goyal shows how gender norms in India 
created opportunities for female party activists to excel at woman-to-woman 
political mobilization, making them pivotal contributors to party victories, 
which in turn elevated the importance of women’s issues in the eyes of party 
leaders and policymakers. It is essential reading for those interested in party 
activism, gender, and the strategic incentives that can precipitate profound 
changes in social policy.”
Donald P. Green, Burgess Professor of Political Science, Columbia University

“Representation from Below offers a compelling account of how women’s 
political inclusion reshapes party organization from the ground up. 
Marshaling an impressive body of evidence, Goyal shows that women 
in local office build inclusive networks, mobilize new participants, and 
generate organizational capacity. In doing so, she demonstrates that 
gender constraints can be a source of political leverage. A major 
contribution to our understanding of parties, representation, and 
political development.”
Diana Z. O’Brien, Bela Kornitzer Distinguished Professor of Political Science, 
Washington University in St. Louis

“In this marvelous book, Goyal shows how women’s collective action and 
grassroots organizing – in India, Brazil, and beyond – reshape parties, 
campaigns, and ultimately the shape of democracy itself.”
Steven Wilkinson, Nilekani Professor of India and South Asian Studies, 
Yale University
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